
WRITING - Year One MA Studies 2021/2022  

Number of hours: 60 
Instructor: dr Adam Świątek, dr Bartosz Wolski 

Objectives of the course:  

The objectives of this course are:  

• to give practical and detailed guidance to Year One MA students in writing in English 
at an advanced (proficiency) level  

• to supplement the instruction and practice of the course in academic writing  
• to contribute to students’ general language development  

In particular, the course is aimed at refining the students’ ability to write effective 300-350-
word essays. In addition, the course will include practice in how to implement the APA 
stylesheet guidelines as well as training in selected areas related to good quality writing such 
as vocabulary and grammar, the ability to find and quote resources, or the ability to describe 
trends and graphs and paraphrase to avoid plagiarism. The course will also be supported by 
the reading component aimed mainly at developing the students’ ability to handle, interpret 
and analyze different types of advanced academic texts. 

Course overview:  

The course will include the following types of in-class training and practice:  

•  short writing exercises: practicing paraphrases of short 3-4 sentence texts, identifying the 
major thought relationships used by the author to provide support, identifying key 
words/technical terms or common knowledge/shared language vocabulary which must not be 
replaced with synonyms, as well as phrases which can easily be substituted for, practicing the 
use of synonyms, using appropriate academic register, vocabulary and style, using the APA 
stylesheet guidelines for punctuation, emphasis, quotations, examples, etc.  

•  long writing practice, per semester: three argumentative essays (300-350 words) on the 
themes correlated with the topics covered by the reading component. The actual writing will 
have to be done in class.  

Assessment:  

• active participation/attendance 15%  
• 3 long writing assignments 85% 

Students can get 50 points for each essay, and the following elements will be taken into 
consideration by the instructor: 
 
Grammar – 12 points 
Vocabulary – 12 points 
Punctuation – 8 points 
Coherence – 8 points 
Style – 5 points 



Structure – 5 points 
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